Some Comments Former Classmates Wish You to Hear at the Beginning of Honors Physics 2004
1. Read the expectations. Then follow them. Mr. Heckathorn does what he says.

2. Read the materials before class discussion. Do not fall behind on this.

3. Do the problems at the end of the chapter and make sure you understand them. Tests are very difficult when you have only listened to the lecture.

4. Make sure you write down each new equation on the sheet of paper as you encounter them.

5. Understand and use the G.U.E.S.S. method immediately. The mathematics, equations, scalars, vectors, etc. isn’t the hard part of physics. The difficulty is in the application of information into a set process to find an answer. Even if you don’t know how to solve a problem, if you identify what is given and what you have to find, you’re on the right track. 

6. ALWAYS remember units, even when substituting values into an equation.

7. Learn quickly to let the units do the talking. They are your friends.

8. The class requires a lot of work, but the class is priceless.

9. Mr. Heckathorn gives great help. You can get it by going in before school begins or during lunch periods.
10. Ask questions in class. Don’t hesitate. They will be answered. And there are no stupid questions. Just get your questions answered. You need to know what is going on.

11. Don’t goof off at the beginning. If you do, you will spend the rest of the grading period bringing up your “F”.

12. Don’t think physics if a blow-off class. Don’t come into the class thinking that you don’t have to work.

13. Give your best. You will respect what you see in the mirror that Mr. Heckathorn suggests you look into each evening.

14. Study everything, every lesson, all of the time, because even though it may seem stupid at the time, it will pay off in the end.

15. Check over tests and quizzes in order to eliminate careless mistakes.

16. Prepare for a laboratory class before class.  This helps you get your reports in early. The bonus points you get are worth it.

17. Do write in a succinct manner. Excess comments just to fill the paper are not recommended. And you will be marked down if they are wrong.

18. Do not procrastinate.

19. I wish I’d know how important the organization of all the equations was. Keep your written notes in order.
20.
Do write using pencil only and do so that it is easily read. If not it will be returned and you will have to do it over.

21.
Do, Do, Do go in for help immediately when you have a problem. Do not get behind. Mr Heckathorn will help.
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